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• What is new in the Division of 
Minority and Women's Business 
Development  

• Affect on your agency? 

• MWBE requirements as a 
procurement official 

• Your agencies overall MWB goal 
attainment 

 



ay’s Presenters 
Today’s Presenters 

 
• Brian Ansari, Business 

Development  

 

• Dwight Flynn, Compliance Director  

 

Division of Minority and Women's 
Business Development, Empire State 

Development  

 



• Agencies and Authorities  
– search for MWBEs for  discretionary 

purchases 
 

• Primes  
– search to locate subcontractors and 

suppliers 
 

• Procurement Staff  
 
– Verify certification 
– Confirm capacity and capabilities 

 
• Industry Code Match 
    

– Know contract requirements to match 
industry code classification 

 
 
 
 

 



Searching the Directory  
 

NY Contract System 
 
https://ny.newnycontracts.com/FrontEnd/VendorSearchPublic.asp?TN=ny&XID=4687 

 
There are different methods of searching (NAICS, ESD 
Codes, business description) 
 
Indicating optional features 
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Discretionary purchase pathway 
 

• MWBE engagement part of your 
pathway to procurement? 

 
• Do you engage MWBE’s on your 

discretionary procurements? 
 
• Are you working with your MWBE 

liaison? 
 
• Does your program staff assist you? 
 
• How? 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 



Primes Agencies and Authorities are 
required to make every effort to locate 
MWBE firms for contract opportunities. 
 
Inaccurate profile? 
Agency WILL NOT FIND you  
You will miss an opportunity 
 
If an agency or prime contractor cannot find 
any firm in the MWBE directory, this 
contract opportunity will NOT go to an 
MWBE firm. 
   

 
 

 
 
 

 



NYS Contract System 
 
The New York State Contract System is the 
gateway to online interface for Minority 
and Women Business Enterprises (MWBEs) 

 
Enables businesses to easily interact with 
the state agencies and authorities and 
 
Allows transparency and monitoring of the 
procurement process 
 
Supports Outreach management to 
communicate to MWBE vendors  

 
 

 
 
 

 



The New York State Contract System will be used by 
agencies and authorities subject to article 15-A to do 
contract audits to evaluate how effective agencies are in 
meeting their MWBE goals 
 
• Quickly getting notices regarding MWBE compliance issues and 

payment verification 
• Ease in submitting reports for MWBE goal plans and utilization 
• Robust contract monitoring and improved tracking of expenditures 
• MWBE compliance and payment verification 
• A vendor module where Prime Contractors must input and maintain 

accurate contract information, and report subcontractor payment 
information online. 

• Increased transparency and monitoring of Prime & Agency activity with 
regard to  contract issues and payments. 

• There will be a way for MWBE vendors will be able to communicate 
with the Primes through the system. 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 



Benefits of Contract Compliance 
module to MWBE firms: 
• Track real-time participation against 

goals  
• All subcontractor payments are self-

reported and verified electronically, 
including prompt payment status 

• Contracts are monitored and the 
resulting payments are tracked 
throughout the term of the contract. 

• All data is tied into quarterly utilization 
reports  

 
 

 
 
 

 



MWBE Business Development 
 

Provides information and resources to MWBEs including: 

 

●Information on how to sell to New York State;  

 

●Information on current New York State contracting 
opportunities;  

 

●Tools for launching and expanding your business;  

 

●Information on business training, technical support, access 
to capital programs  

  

 
 

 
 
 

 



CONNECT FIRMS TO CONTRACTING OPPORTUNITIES   

 Increased Outreach Activity 

 Customized Bidders Lists  

 Targeted Prime Outreach 

 Increased participation with Regional and County and Local 
Contracting Opportunities 
 

 BUILD THE BUSINESS CAPACITY OF CERTIFIED FIRMS    

 State Partner Referrals for One-on-One Training  &  Technical 
Assistance 

 Direct Business Assistance  contact the MWBE Ombudsman 
Business Advisor 

 MWBE Training Tuesdays 
 

 CONNECTING FIRMS TO RESOURCES 
 Access to Capital  

 NY State Small Business Resources  

 Employee Recruiting & Job Development 
 

 HELP NAVIGATING STATE GOVERNMENT 
 Permits/ Licensing  

 Resolving Contract Issues 

 
 

 
 
 

 



• Works with firms to help them 
expand their footprint with New 
York State 
 

• Make introductions to other 
MWBE’s for partnering 
opportunities 
 

• Hosts /participates matchmakers 
in support of NYS entities that 
have MWBE utilization goals. 

 
 

 
 
 

 



Contract 
Compliance and 
Agency Services 

 
 

 
 
 

 



ESD MWBE 

• NYS Executive Law 15-A 

• NYS Contract System 

• Contract Compliance 
Module 

– Audits (payment 
reporting)  

– Required Fields  

– Disparity Study Fields 

• Goal Setting 

• Exemptions & Exclusions 

• Waivers 

• Good Faith Efforts 

• Contracts vs. POs 

• Vendor View 

 



NYS Executive Law 15-A 
• Executive Law Article 15-A (§§ 310-317) governs requirements for the 

participation of minority- and women-owned business enterprises 
(“MWBEs”), minority group members and women in New York State 
contracting. The objective of Article 15-A is to promote equality of economic 
opportunities for MWBEs, minority group members and women and to 
eliminate barriers to their participation in state contracting.  

 

• The Division of Minority and Women’s Business Development (“DMWBD” or 
the “Division”) oversees the statewide MWBE program operated by “state 
agencies” (which includes, inter alia, state agencies and public authorities) as 
defined by Article 15-A. The Division is charged with three primary functions: 
(1) to encourage and assist state agencies that are engaged in contracting 
activities to award a fair share of state contracts to MWBEs; (2) to review 
applications by businesses seeking certification as an MWBE and to maintain a 
directory of certified MWBEs; and (3) to promote the business development of 
MWBEs through education and outreach to state agencies and MWBEs.  



NYS Contract System 

• Utilization Reporting 

– Quarterly 

• Goal Plan 

– Yearly  

• Contract Compliance Module 

– All 15A eligible purchases 

• Vendor View 

 



Reporting 

• Utilization 

• Goal Plan  



Contract Compliance Module 

– Monitor contracts and the resulting payments throughout the term of the 
contract 

– Track real-time MWBE utilization against contract goals  

– Locking In/Creating Contracts 

– Contracts vs. POs 

– Required Fields  

– Disparity Study Fields 

– Manage payments 

• Audits 

• SFS uploads  

 Agencies that use SFS must monitor to ensure import accuracy  

 







Miscellaneous 

• Goal Setting 

• Exemptions  

• Exclusions 

• Waivers 

• Good Faith Efforts 

• Finance Law 163(3) 

• Contracts vs. POs 



Vendor View 

• Primes and subcontractors can view their own 
contracts 

• Primes and subcontractors can confirm 
payments on line 

• Primes and subcontractors can privately 
consult with their contracting agency or 
authority 

• Subcontractors can report prompt payments 

 









What are your takeaways for today 

Business Development is here 
to assist you in your 

procurement challenges 

Take advantage of the agency 
trainings that take place 
throughout the year to 

support your MWBE efforts 
 

 
 
 

 


